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LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY[501]
Regulatory Analysis
Notice of Intended Action to be published: 501—Chapter 8
“Local Schools, Area Schools, and Regional Training Centers”
 
Iowa Code section(s) or chapter(s) authorizing rulemaking: 17A, 80B, and 80D
State or federal law(s) implemented by the rulemaking: Iowa Code chapters 80B and 80D
 
Public Hearing
    A public hearing at which persons may present their views orally or in writing will be held as follows: 
	July 29, 2026
9 to 10 a.m.
	7105 NW 70th Avenue
Burma Road, Building A41
Johnston, Iowa
Online: us06web.zoom.us/j/89576540945


Public Comment
    Any interested person may submit written comments concerning this Regulatory Analysis, which must be received by the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy no later than 4:30 p.m. on the date of the public hearing. Comments should be directed to:
	Kristi Traynor
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy
P.O. Box 130
Johnston, Iowa 50131
Email: kristi.traynor@iowa.gov


Purpose and Summary
    Proposed Chapter 8 describes the general provisions, applications processes, and responsibilities for local schools, area schools, and regional training centers. As a part of the Red Tape Review required by Executive Order 10, this chapter was reviewed and revised.
Analysis of Impact
 
    1.   Persons affected by the proposed rulemaking:
     ●   Classes of persons that will bear the costs of the proposed rulemaking:
The costs for this proposed rulemaking will be borne by the entities desiring to act as a local school, area school, or regional training center. The Academy also has multiple staff who work with local schools, area schools, and regional training centers.

     ●   Classes of persons that will benefit from the proposed rulemaking:
This proposed rulemaking will benefit local schools, area schools, and regional training centers because the application process and ongoing responsibilities are clearly identified. 
 


    2.   Impact of the proposed rulemaking, economic or otherwise, including the nature and amount of all the different kinds of costs that would be incurred:
     ●   Quantitative description of impact:
Iowa’s law enforcement community will benefit from the standardization of local schools, area schools, and regional training centers. Those entities will also benefit from clarification of the application process and ongoing responsibilities for their school or center.

     ●   Qualitative description of impact:
The public will benefit from a professional force of law enforcement and reserve officers and jailers who have met standardized training requirements and that is in alignment with current law enforcement standards. Creating greater public trust in the law enforcement community ultimately enhances safety, public cooperation, law enforcement/jailer efficiency, and officer/jailer well-being.
 


    3.   Costs to the State:
     ●   Implementation and enforcement costs borne by the agency or any other agency:
Local schools, area schools, and regional training centers will continue to bear the costs of becoming and maintaining an approved school or center as they historically have.

     ●   Anticipated effect on State revenues:
This proposed rulemaking has no anticipated impact on State revenues. 
 


    4.   Comparison of the costs and benefits of the proposed rulemaking to the costs and benefits of inaction:
This proposed rulemaking streamlines Chapter 8 and clarifies the role and process for local schools, area schools, and regional training centers. It creates identical training environments for officers and jailers regardless of their training location.
 

    5.   Determination whether less costly methods or less intrusive methods exist for achieving the purpose of the proposed rulemaking:
This proposed rulemaking has been streamlined, clarified, and made less restrictive where possible in accordance with the goals and directives of Executive Order 10.
 

    6.   Alternative methods considered by the agency:
     ●   Description of any alternative methods that were seriously considered by the agency:
No alternatives were considered.

     ●   Reasons why alternative methods were rejected in favor of the proposed rulemaking:
Not applicable.


Small Business Impact
    If the rulemaking will have a substantial impact on small business, include a discussion of whether it would be feasible and practicable to do any of the following to reduce the impact of the rulemaking on small business:
     ●   Establish less stringent compliance or reporting requirements in the rulemaking for small business.
     ●   Establish less stringent schedules or deadlines in the rulemaking for compliance or reporting requirements for small business.
     ●   Consolidate or simplify the rulemaking’s compliance or reporting requirements for small business.
     ●   Establish performance standards to replace design or operational standards in the rulemaking for small business.
     ●   Exempt small business from any or all requirements of the rulemaking.
 
    If legal and feasible, how does the rulemaking use a method discussed above to reduce the substantial impact on small business?
    The proposed rulemaking does not have a substantial impact on small business. This rulemaking does not establish design or operational standards.
Text of Proposed Rulemaking
    ITEM 1.  Rescind 501—Chapter 8 and adopt the following new chapter in lieu thereof:

CHAPTER 8
LOCAL SCHOOLS, AREA SCHOOLS, AND REGIONAL TRAINING CENTERS
501—8.1(80B,80D) General provisions. 
    8.1(1) General standards. All aspects of the local school, area school, or regional training center will be in compliance with these rules before any request from a school or regional training center is eligible for consideration.
    8.1(2) Course approval. Each scheduled course will be approved by the council prior to the start of instruction.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 80B.11(1)“a” and “k,” 80B.13(1), 80B.13(5), and 80D.4A. 
501—8.2(17A,80B) Application for approval of local school for jailers. 
    8.2(1) Application. Applications for a local school for jailers will be accepted when a fully completed application is submitted to the council on the approved form. 
    8.2(2) Evaluation considerations. The council will consider standardization of training, academic qualifications (including but not limited to training schedule, curriculum, structure, instructor credentials, and experience), facilities and equipment, and any other relevant factors.  
    8.2(3) Denial. The council will issue a written decision if the application for the local school for jailers is denied within 90 days of receipt of the application.
    8.2(4) Appeal. If the council denies an application for a local school for jailers, a written appeal may be filed according to rule 7—2506.28(17A) or Iowa Code section 17A.19.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.19, 80B.11(1)“k,” 80B.11A, 80B.13(1), and 80B.13(5).
501—8.3(17A,80B) Application for approval of area school for jailers. 
    8.3(1) Application. Applications for an area school for jailers will be accepted when a fully completed application is submitted to the council on the approved form. 
    8.3(2) On-site inspection. An inspection of a proposed area school may be conducted by designated members of the council, with or without advance notice to the school. Any visit will include inspection of facilities, equipment, training procedures, instructional materials, and program materials and discussion of the proposed training philosophy with key personnel.
    8.3(3) Informal hearing. An application for an area school will be heard by the council within 90 days of the facility inspection or receipt of the complete application, whichever is later. The provisions in Iowa Code chapter 17A concerning contested cases are not applicable to the informal hearing on the application.  
    8.3(4) Evaluation considerations. The council will consider the organization of the area school, standardization of training, academic qualifications (including but not limited to training schedule, curriculum, structure, instructor credentials, and experience), facilities and equipment, and any other relevant factors.  
    8.3(5) Written decision. The council will issue a written decision approving or denying the application for an area school for jailers within 90 days of the informal hearing.
    8.3(6) Appeal. A denial may be appealed under Iowa Code section 17A.19.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.19, 80B.11(1)“k,” 80B.11A, 80B.13(1), and 80B.13(5).
501—8.4(80B) Responsibilities of local and area schools for jailers after approval. 
    8.4(1) Certificate of completion. Documentation of completed hours and scores for all attendees will be submitted to the academy within five days of the award of certificates of completion.
    8.4(2) Facility visits. Facility visits may be conducted at a local or area school by council designees, with or without advance notice to the school. Visits will include inspections of facilities, equipment, training procedures, instructional materials, and program materials and discussion of training philosophy with key personnel. Findings will be reported to the council.
    8.4(3) Notice of deficiency. The council will issue a notice of deficiency to a local or area school for any documented area of deficiency and request a plan for correction of the deficiencies. Failure to correct noted deficiencies according to a plan approved by the council may impact eligibility for consideration of future applications.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 80B.11(1)“k,” 80B.11A, 80B.13(1), and 80B.13(5).
501—8.5(17A,80B,80D) Preliminary application for approval of new regional training center. 
    8.5(1) Preliminary application. Preliminary applications for approval of a new regional training center will be accepted when a fully completed preliminary application is submitted to the council on the approved form. The preliminary application will include a feasibility study that demonstrates the proposed regional training center’s potential for success, the need for a new center, and that its implementation will not create an operational burden for academy staff.
    8.5(2) Preliminary application hearing. An informal hearing will be heard by the council within 60 days of the receipt of the fully completed preliminary application. The provisions of Iowa Code chapter 17A concerning contested cases are not applicable to the informal hearing on the preliminary application. 
    8.5(3) Evaluation considerations. The council will consider anticipated annual and five-year enrollment for the program, collaboration the center has with law enforcement agencies, any special need for the center in the state, information regarding program saturation, and any other relevant factors. The council will also consider a regional training center’s willingness to coordinate with the academy and the impact a new center would have on the academy’s resources.
    8.5(4) Denial. The council will issue a written decision if the preliminary application for the new regional training center is denied within 90 days of an informal hearing.
    8.5(5) Appeal. A denial may be appealed under Iowa Code section 17A.19.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.19, 80B.11(1)“a” and “k,” 80B.13(1), 80B.13(2), 80B.13(5), and 80D.4A.
501—8.6(17A,80B,80D) Application for approval of regional training center. 
    8.6(1) Application. Upon approval of a preliminary application or at the time for renewal of regional training center approval, an application will be accepted when a fully completed application is submitted to council on the approved form. As of [the effective date of this rule], existing regional training centers will submit renewal applications on a schedule approved by the council.
    8.6(2) On-site inspection. An inspection of a proposed regional training center may be conducted by designated members of the council, with or without advance notice to the facility. The inspection will be conducted within 45 days of the council meeting following receipt of the application. The visit will include inspection of facilities, equipment, training procedures, instructional materials, and program materials and discussion of the proposed training philosophy with key personnel. 
    8.6(3) Informal hearing. An application for approval or renewal of a regional training center will be heard by the council within 90 days of the facility inspection or receipt of the complete application, whichever is later. The provisions in Iowa Code chapter 17A concerning contested cases are not applicable to the informal hearing on the application. 
    8.6(4) Evaluation considerations. The council will consider standardization of training, impact on existing training programs, academic qualifications (including but not limited to training schedule, curriculum, structure, handbooks, director/coordinator credentials and experience, and instructor credentials and experience), facilities and equipment, the on-site inspection report, financial qualifications, and any other relevant factors. The council will also consider a regional training center’s willingness to coordinate with the academy and will provide the director evidence of ongoing progress and successful completion for each recruit enrolled in the course on the academy’s approved form.
    8.6(5) Written decision. The council will issue a written decision approving or denying approval of the regional training center within 90 days of the informal hearing.
    8.6(6) Approval. Initial and subsequent regional training center approvals are valid for five years.
    8.6(7) Appeal. A denial may be appealed under Iowa Code section 17A.19.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.19, 80B.11(1)“a” and “k,” 80B.13(1), 80B.13(2), 80B.13(5), and 80D.4A.
501—8.7(80B,80D) Responsibilities of regional training centers after approval. 
    8.7(1) Curriculum approval. Regional training facilities will submit a curriculum application for council approval prior to each specific course.
    8.7(2) Attendee approval. The academy approves eligibility for attendance at regional training centers. 
    8.7(3) Physical readiness entrance test. A physical readiness entrance test will be conducted within 30 days prior to the start of a basic academy training course.
    8.7(4) Final roster. A roster will be submitted to the academy five days prior to the physical readiness entrance test for the training course to determine the final roster.
    8.7(5) Recruit progress. Regional training centers will provide access to specific ongoing progress data and metrics of attendees to the academy through a designated platform.
    8.7(6) Award of certification or certificate of completion. Documentation of completed hours and scores for all attendees will be submitted to the academy for approval prior to the award of law enforcement certifications or certificates of completion. 
    8.7(7) Coordinator visits. 
    a.  Regional training center coordinators will visit the academy for one training day annually to observe training that includes at least two of the following: 
    (1)  Instruction, 
    (2)  Scenarios, 
    (3)  Performance tasks, or 
    (4)  Practical skills. 
    b.  Coordinators will complete a training analysis form that will be shared with the council, the academy, and administrators for the regional training center. 
    8.7(8) Annual meeting with council curriculum committee. Regional training center coordinators will attend an annual meeting with the council’s curriculum committee and the academy to ensure curriculum alignment.  
    8.7(9) Facility visits. At a minimum, annual facility visits will be conducted at each regional facility by designated members of the council, with or without advance notice to the facility. Visits will include inspections of facilities, equipment, training procedures, instructional materials, and program materials and discussion of training philosophy with key personnel. Findings will be reported to the council.
    8.7(10) Notice of concern. The council will issue a notice of concern to a regional training center for any documented area of concern and request a plan for correction. Failure to correct noted concerns according to a plan approved by the council may result in the issuance of a notice of intent to revoke approval. 
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 80B.11(1)“a” and “k,” 80B.11D, 80B.11E, 80B.11H, 80B.13(1), 80B.13(2), 80B.13(5), and 80D.4A.
501—8.8(17A,80B,80D) Revocation of approval. 
    8.8(1) Notice of intent to revoke. The council may issue a notice of intent to revoke approval when it determines a regional training center is deficient.
    8.8(2) Notice of appeal. The regional training center may file a written notice of appeal to the council within 30 days of notification of the action. The appeal notice should be addressed consistent with the procedures set forth in rule 7—2506.4(17A). 
    8.8(3) Hearing procedures. A contested case proceeding will be held before the council consistent with the procedures set forth in 7—Chapter 2506 and rule 501—2506.8(80B,80D).  
    8.8(4) Written decision. The council will issue a written decision within 90 days of the contested case hearing.
    8.8(5) Appeal. A revocation of approval of a regional training center may be appealed under Iowa Code section 17A.19.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.12, 17A.19, 80B.11(1)“a” and “k,” 80B.13(1), 80B.13(2), 80B.13(5), and 80D.4A.
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